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Ireland:                            [CHAP.

The fourth letter rose to the height of an argument for the
libertyofthe Irish legislature, and for the right of Irishmen to
govern themselves; the effect it produced was widespread and
magical. Protestant Ireland rallied around the exponent of
the injuries done to its constitutional rights; every attempt to
put Swift down ignominiously failed; the patent was cancelled
and Wood disowned; and Pope recorded the triumph in the
well-known line, " The rights a Court attacked, a Poet saved."
Yet other political writings of Swift on Ireland are perhaps not
of inferior value. His ghastly cannibal scheme to lessen Irish
poverty is a piece of hideous and revolting irony; but it bears
the stamp of the genius of Gulliver. His Short View of Ireland
sums up in a few pregnant sentences the innumerable ills from
which the colony suffered; it is a mine of information in a
short compass. His History of an Injured Lady admirably
shows up the Pharisaical cant in which English opinion
indulged with reference to Irish affairs at the time j the lesson
is even now appropriate; and the keen remark " we are in the
condition of patients who have physic sent to them by doctors
at a distance, strangers to their constitution and the nature of
the disease," deserves the attention of English politicians at
this hour. In all these compositions the "sseva indignatio"
appears; but they overflow also with the many gifts which
characterised the author's extraordinary mind.
Swift stirred Protestant Ireland to its depths, and aroused
feelings which, having slept for a time, acquired ultimately
formidable strength. Berkeley also wrote much on the state
of Ireland j he was a notable contrast in this respect to Swift.
We must pass over the speculations of this profound thinker
on the nature of things and the understanding of man, and the
admirable pages in which he unfolds, in more perspicuous and
succinct language, the principal doctrines of the Wealth of
Nations. If bitterness and anger are the essential features of
Swift's writings on Irish affairs, wisdom and charity are the